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to Copenhagen, and had returned home furious at
the want of success that met his negotiations. Why
should not the Hansa, he pleaded, once more play the
rolevi king-maker? GustavusVasa had proved a failure
and a disappointment to the League, had broken
every promise he had made to them. Let a new king
be put in his place. Those who had helped the
Swedish king into power with a hundred marks, should
help him out of power with five hundred marks, he
boasted ; adding that before the next carnival he
should make a masquerade before King Gustavus that
he would not despise. For Denmark too he had his
plan ; and this was no other than to reinstate Chris-
tian II., once the enemy of the League. Christian
had always opposed the aristocracy and the clergy,
and had proclaimed himself the friend of the people.
Reinstated by the Hansa, he would owe them grati-
tude, so reckoned Wullenweber, and being popular
with the lower classes in Denmark the League might
reckon upon their support. To aid him in this enter-
prise the dictator turned to the Count of Oldenburg,
a relation of the dethroned king, an intrepid and in-
telligent Lutheran known as the Alcibiades of the
North.

Christopher of Oldenburg, at that time thirty years
of age, handsome in face and stature, was one of those
princelings of Germany, of which the race is not quite
extinct, whose title was their sole fortune and who,
in former days, were willing to sell their services to
any king who needed their aid, and in more modern
times are utilized to marry the redundant princesses
of royal parentage, for whom no match can be found